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SET DESIGNER MICHAEL HOWELLS

Michael Howells has played a very important role in the set design for many years among the many parts that he has taken part in include the production of Nanny McPhees which was a movie in which he took part in making sure that the movie is interesting and enjoyable to the people. Most of the people accepted the movie due to the way the movie was set in regards to the above the article will mainly focus on this one movie and try to elaborate on the content that is in the movie and how Michael Howells made it possible for the people to accept the movie. Michael Howells was a well-known set designer, art director, and also a production designer who had the powers of bringing forward some of the most ambitious and spectacular projects across fashion, theatre, and film.
Apart from the above movie Howells also went to an extent of making sure that some of the people who had ideas don’t go to waste. He took the time and also decided to design different sets from different people including John Galliano at Dior. Apart from Galliano he also took part in setting design for other people like for instance Christian Lacroix, Jean-Paul Gaultier, and Alexander McQueen. He also had a good relationship with photographers in helping in his work. Some of the photographers that he considered include Patrick Demarchelier, Mario Testino, and Tim walker of whom contributed a lot to the photograph sector. Also in addition to that, he had a good collaboration with other photographers who they have worked for a long time, some of these photographers include Nick Knight and to a greater extent, he contributed a lot to the success of Michael Howell in setting a major campaign for advertising which includes Christian Dior and Louis Vuitton.
Howell is also accredited for his good work in performing arts. He mainly took part in the production of some films like for instance Emma in the year 1996, the TV series Victoria which was mainly produced between 2016 and 2017, Shackleton which was produced in the year 2002, and bright young things which were produced in 2003 among many others. Through his quality work, he landed many other jobs that helped in making him even more famous, among the jobs that he landed due to his good record includes being and art assistant director in the film such as Her lover, art direction for sally Potters Orlando which was produced in 1992. Also in his other work, he helped in the production of His wife, the thief, and the Cook.
Howells' auditorium configuration credits incorporate MSM/DV8 Physical Theater at The Royal Court, Towards Poetry for The Royal Ballet, Derdemon for the Staatsoper, Berlin, Julius Tomb for Mark Baldwin Company, Constant Speed observing Einstein's Centenary, and Lady Into Fox for Ballet Rambert. His tableaux stylish prompted a variety of extra ventures going from creating Kate Moss’s 30th birthday celebration named The Beautiful and The Damned to planning a strand of the inside of Dover Street Market and Gwen Stefani’s ‘Friendship. Favored courier. Music. Newborn child’ video. Shows joined Ferragamo’s Cinderella (1998) at the Florence Biennale and Hats: An Anthology by Stephen Jones at the V&A (2009). In 2007 Howells won the Prix d’Excellence de la Mode in Paris and the primary Isabella Blow grant for Fashion Creator of the Year from the British Fashion Council. Howells was the innovative head of human expressions celebration Port Eliot for 10 years until its conclusion in 2017.
Developmental Theory
Cognitive skills allow children to process information that they obtain. This includes being able to recall past experiences, keep hold of information, make comparisons, calculate, and decide on what actions to act on next. Our cognitive skills work together in order to carry out the tasks that we do on a day-to-day basis, whether they be simple or complex duties. In the movie, the children use their cognitive skills to perform pranks and tricks to scare off all their nannies. They use these skills to attempt to scare off Nanny McPhee as well, but she’s an exception, as she doesn’t fall into their messes. She has a plan of teaching them five lessons: to go to bed when told, to get up when told, to get dressed when told, to listen, and to do as they are told. At first, when Nanny McPhee arrives, the children ignore her and do not listen, until she uses her magic cane to hit the floor. This causes the children to change their ways…
Nanny McPhee uses the reinforcement theory throughout the movie (along with her magic of course). The reinforcement theory proposes that it is possible to change one’s behavior by using rewards or punishments. You use rewards to reinforce the behavior that you want one to act on and you use punishments to prevent the behavior that you do not want one to act on. For example, if you want a positive reinforcement, you praise or reward someone for doing something, and then the probability of this behavior occurring again will increase. Negative reinforcement is when you reward to someone by eliminating undesirable consequences. There’s also punishment and extinction. Punishment is removing positive consequences in order to decrease the probability of repeating undesirable behavior. Extinction is removing all rewards for a kind of behavior, which will decrease the chances of them repeating this behavior in the future. B.F. Skinner derived the reinforcement theory. It is an old theory of motivation that explains why we do what we do. This theory is also known as behaviorism or operant conditioning. According to Paul Champagne, “regardless of what is to be learned, children exposed to a systematic program of reinforcements will function more effectively”. 
Nanny McPhee uses negative reinforcement from the reinforcement theory to change the children’s behaviors. For example, in one scene, the children wanted to trick Nanny McPhee by pretending to be sick so that they could stay in bed all day. Thus, Nanny McPhee uses her magic to make them legitimately sick and stuck onto their beds. They were unable to get up from their beds and felt too ill to do anything. The children were forced to drink disgusting medicine and had no choice but to apologize to Nanny McPhee. Since Simon, the eldest child, is more stubborn than the rest of them, it takes him longer to admit his wrongness compared to his siblings who apologize right away. Regardless, the method that Nanny McPhee used worked. Once all of the children apologized to Nanny McPhee, she magically removed all of their sicknesses and they were able to get out of bed again. This caused the children to learn the lesson of getting out of bed when told. This is negative reinforcement, as Nanny McPhee had removed what the children did not like once they have performed the desired behavior.
The children do seem to have social skills in the movie. Social skills are the skills that we use every single day to interact with others. This includes verbal as well as non-verbal tactics of communication, meaning speech, gestures, body language, and facial expressions. The children all have good relationships with each other, as they are all close siblings, and they come together to work together to achieve the same goals. They know how to interact with each other and are able to recognize the feelings and reactions of others. For example, there was a scene where Nanny McPhee used magic to make the children cook faster in the kitchen to the point where they were about to place their baby sister in a boiling pot. This caused all of the siblings to ask Nanny McPhee to remove the curse by saying, “Please, Nanny McPhee”. All of them begged her to stop except for Simon. Finally, all of them verbally yelled at Simon to say, “Please, Nanny McPhee” and used facial expressions to glare at him until he said it. Before, the children never stopped trying to scare off their nannies but once Nanny McPhee arrived, they became disciplined and learned to stop when it was time to stop. They learned to apologize and to say “please” and “thank you” when necessary. Actually, it is not like they did not know how to stop whenever it was time to stop; it was that they did not want to. "Negative or good nurturing practices may impact kids' occasions to impart and comprehend their own and others' expectations and emotions, accordingly, restricting or improving their capacity to arrange clashes to arrive at expert social arrangements".
Even though the Brown family is poor and in debt, the children still act recklessly. It’s already been established that they act recklessly when it comes to getting a nanny because they are not fond of the thought of having someone take their mother’s place. They have already lost their father’s attention and cannot risk losing him even more but to another woman who isn’t their mother (Goldstein and O’neill). This shows that the children will do all means in order to keep their father single and not have any other caretaker other than their father, whom hasn’t been present in their lives lately. However, the moment they found out the truth about their father’s reasons for wanting to remarry, they began to understand his sacrifices and were able to put their desires aside to support his personal choices. According to C.V. Mourgues, personal factors, cognitive skills, and the environment strongly influence both the development and expression of giftedness in adolescents.
Conclusion. The movie, “Nanny McPhee” is a great depiction of development in children. It includes many developmental theories, one being the reinforcement theory by B.F. Skinner. It also showcases children using cognitive skills in order to propose strategies and ideas in the duration of the film. The children in the movie seem to represent the concrete operational stage and the formal operational stage from Piaget’s Theory (Thompson et al.). I believe they represent the concrete operational stage because this is the stage where children start to think of concrete events using logic. They also represent the formal operational stage because this is the stage where children start to think abstractly and use moral and ethical issues to reason. Not only are the children in the film around the ages of the ages of these stages (7 to 11 years and 12 and up), they think logically and theoretically. I believe that it was after Nanny McPhee came into their lives that they began to think theoretically and not just logically.
Through his work it is clear that Michael Howells was a famous guy who did his best in making sure that the clients are happy for the kind of production that they are given. Also in aiding that Howells made sure that he had a good relationship with his clients and this in long run helped a lot in building a good rapport between Howell and his clients. They could look for him where they needed him the most and for sure he didn’t disappoint. 
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